
Semester 1: Unit 3 At-A-Glance: Black Literacy, Organizations, and Liberation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson Days Topic of Study Evidence of Learning 

3.1  5 The Age of 

Abolition:  The 

Gradualist 

Period (1800–

1830) 

In this lesson, students collaboratively analyze and evaluate major forms of 

slave resistance using primary and secondary sources.  Utilizing exit tickets, 

students summarize the impacts of cotton, Denmark Vesey, Black Churches, 

Abolitionists, and Free Blacks on slavery resistance and revolution.  

3.2 3 The Militant 

Period (1830–

1840) 

In this lesson, students analyze how African descendants organized and 

fought for freedom from slavery studying historical accounts of race riots from 

1830-1840 (e.g., Nat Turner Slave Rebellion, Amistad Rebellion, Underground 

Railroad).  Students create and share a presentation (e.g., TikTok video) 

stating their claims and evidence regarding their argument representing the 

captain of the American ship, two Spanish officers, or the Spanish 

Government. (Journal Entry: What motivates you?) 

3.3 3 The Early and 

Late Political 

Periods (1840–

1860) 

In this lesson, students explore accounts of resistance occurring from 1840-

1850 (e.g., Frederick Douglass, Fugitive Slave Act of 1850, Bleeding Kansas, 

Dred Scott Decision, John Brown).  Students compose a written response to 

explain the acts of resistance during this time and reflect upon the compelling 

question.  

3.4 4 The Road to 

Freedom (1861–

65) 

In this lesson, students consider the role of Black soldiers in the Civil War and 

impact of the Emancipation Proclamation.  Students complete exit tickets to 

share their learning. (Journal Entry: What challenges have you overcome? 

How did you overcome them?) 

This unit concludes with an End-of-Unit Performance Task in which students individually answer the compelling 
question: In the face of overwhelming injustice, is resistance and/or revolution justified? Students define resistance 

and reference at least three resources explored in the Unit to support their claims.  Students can represent learning in 

an alternative medium of choice (video, podcast, etc.). 


