Semester 1: Unit 1 At-A-Glance: Where We Come From: Introduction to African Origins and
Contributions of Ancient African Empires to World Civilizations and the African Diaspora

Lesson Days Topic of Study Evidence of Learning
1.0 2 Course In this lesson, students create a safe space for learning and examine who
Introduction: they are as individuals. Students begin their Identity Development Journals.
Who are We? Students complete an exit ticket sharing supports they will need as a learner
in this course. (Journal Entry: What factors shape my identity? What parts of
identity do I choose for myself? What parts of my identity are developed for
me?)

1.1 2 African Origins In this lesson, students discuss the implications of the “Lucy” fossils
discovered in Ethiopia. In small groups, students plan their claim/counterclaim
of how humanity began using evidence from primary and secondary sources
(e.g., maps, articles) and present claim and counterclaims to class.

1.2 2 African Empires | In this lesson, students explore various African Empires. Students use an exit

to the Demise of | ticket to answer questions pertaining to the wealth of a civilization, the role of
Songhai women in governing empire, and leadership styles. Students complete an exit
ticket reflecting on their learning.

1.3 1 The Moors In this lesson, students examine why the Moors are important to the study of
African American history. Students use an exit ticket to answer how the
identities of the Moors in Africa are relevant to African Americans and Black
people today.

1.4 5 The Social In this lesson, students discuss the social construct of race and the

Construction of | understanding of race in context of the history of slavery in America and

Race and globally. Students complete a reflection of the impact of race on their lives

Transatlantic and Early American culture. In small groups, students report on an individual

Slave Trade or topic in format of choice. (Journal Entry: What have I learned that has
impacted my thinking on race?)

This unit concludes with an End-of Unit Performance Task in which students collectively draw from their research to
create and present a representation addressing the compelling question of the impact of the people of Ancient
Africa on the development of humanity and civilization (e.g., presentation, descriptive PowerPoint, visual depiction
such as poster or concept map or matrix, etc.).




